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IN THE FIELD

Spotlight

The Police Autism Patch Challenge

Detective Christopher T. Greco
NEW ROCHELLE POLICE DEPARTMENT, NY
22+ YEARS’ SERVICE WITH NEW ROCHELLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT
DEVELOPED NEW ROCHELLE PROJECT LIFESAVER
PROGRAM
MEMBER OF WESTCHESTER COUNTY AUTISM
ADVISORY BOARD
PRESIDENT OF THE NEW ROCHELLE POLICE
BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION
Detective Christopher Greco (center) and colleagues show support for the New Rochelle
Police Autism Patch Challenge.

LIKE MANY OFFICERS, DETECTIVE CHRISTOPHER T. GRECO OF THE NEW ROCHELLE
POLICE DEPARTMENT (NEW YORK) HAS TWO FULL-TIME ROLES: OFFICER AND PARENT.

As the father of a young teen who has
autism and is nonverbal, Detective
Greco intimately understands the
concerns parents and caregivers have
about law enforcement’s awareness of
and training in handling calls for service that involve children with autism.
As a police officer, Detective Greco
decided to do something about it.
In 2017, Detective Greco met with the
New Rochelle police commissioner at
the time, Patrick Carroll, and showed
him a prototype magnet that Detective
Greco proposed be attached to the
agency’s fleet during April (Autism
Awareness Month). This simple request
had three main goals in mind: (1) show
the agency’s support for individuals
(especially children) with autism and
let parents and caregivers know that
the police are aware of their concerns;
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(2) raise funds to donate to local charities and programs that directly benefit
children with autism; and (3) develop or
improve the agency’s training protocols for dealing with individuals with
autism. His idea was approved, and the
New Rochelle Autism Patch Challenge
was born.
With the help of a Facebook page and a
challenge to three other nearby agencies,
the project took off quickly; by the time
April 2017 came around, 80 agencies
across multiple states were participating
in the challenge. In addition, the idea
evolved from car magnets to also include
shoulder patches for participating
agencies’ officers to wear each April.
As of February 2019, the challenge
had grown to include approximately
300 agencies, with more joining
every day from all around the United

States, including the New York Police
Department Counterterrorism Bureau;
Los Angeles County, California, Sheriff’s
Office; Boston, Massachusetts, Police
Department; Chicago, Illinois, Police Department, and Mobile, Alabama, Police
Department, to name a few, as well as
from places outside the United States,
such as Australia. As more agencies
join in this effort, the autism awareness
movement among law enforcement
grows exponentially—even agencies
unaware of the challenge see their
neighboring jurisdictions’ magnets and
patches and embrace the idea at their
own organizations.
The Autism Patch Challenge is more
than just a symbol displayed once a
year, and Detective Greco sees evidence that the goals he had in mind
when he proposed the initiative are
being achieved, pointing out, “A quick
Internet search and Facebook search
policechiefmagazine.org
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Police leaders, union leaders, teachers,
principals, caregivers, and parents
have all praised the program and are
grateful that we ‘get it.’

will prove that many agencies from
around the country are receiving new
or improved training on how to detect
and handle calls of service involving
autistic children.”
In addition to increased awareness and
the vital training element, the project
also contributes to community-police
relations by connecting with families
who have children with autism and by
raising funds for local organizations that
support those with autism (e.g., P.O.A.C.
Autism Services – New Jersey, Autism
Society of Southeastern Wisconsin, and
William Ward Elementary School – New
York). Detective Greco says, “The feedback from parents and first responder

agencies has been great. Police leaders,
union leaders, teachers, principals,
caregivers, and parents have all praised
the program and are grateful that we ‘get
it.’” As a parent of a child with autism,
Detective Greco both recognizes the
importance of community support
and knows how important it is to feel
confident that your local police will
understand how to handle situations
that might arise involving a person with
autism, from a child wandering off and
getting lost to communication issues
during encounters with police.
Autism affects individuals worldwide,
some of whom cannot speak for
themselves. However, Detective Greco,

New Rochelle Police Department, and
the hundreds of other law enforcement
organizations who have joined the movement are doing more than just giving
them a voice. Through fundraising,
training, and spreading awareness, in
the words of Detective Greco, “We are
directly impacting the lives of autistic
children and adults now more than
ever.”

GET INVOLVED
Interested in joining the Autism Patch
Challenge? Detective Greco provides
the following recommendations:
§§ Accept the challenge and pass it on!
§§ Create custom decals for your fleet
and a matching shoulder patch
for officers to wear each April.
§§ Fundraise at any time of year
by selling T-shirts, patches,
challenge coins, and so forth;
donate the proceeds to local
programs or schools that directly
assist individuals with autism.
Visit the New Rochelle Police Autism
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